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SBC  messengers  convene  in  Phoenix 


PHOENIX  (BP)  —  A  pledge  to  build 
"Kingdom  families"  founded  upon  bibli¬ 
cal  principles  and  mandates  highlighted 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
annual  meeting  June  17-18  in  Phoenix. 

The  denomination  held  its  first-ever 
Kingdom  Family  Rally  June  16,  a  day 
before  the  convention  officially  began 
and  the  last  day  of  the  Pastors' 

Conference.  Messengers  at  the  rally 
signed  covenant  cards  pledging  to  follow 
Seven  Pillars  of  a  Kingdom  Family,  such 
as  Honoring  God's  Authority,  Respecting 
Human  Life,  and  Serving  My  Church. 

The  succeeding  days  saw  Southern 
Baptists  stand  firm  on  other  issues  that 
affect  the  family. 

An  eight-member  task  force  on  min¬ 
istry  to  homosexuals  released  its  report, 
encouraging  Southern  Baptist  churches  to 
reach  out  to  homosexuals  while  standing 
firm  on  the  truth  that  homosexuality  is  a 
sin.  Also,  messengers  adopted  a  pro-life 
resolution  renouncing  pro-choice  state¬ 
ments  by  previous  convention  bodies  and 
leaders,  particularly  those  of  the  1970s. 

Pre^fcl^f  tftiSh  addressed  the  con¬ 
vention  by  a  pre-taped  message,  the  sec¬ 
ond  straight  year  he  has  addressed  mes¬ 
sengers  in  some  form.  A  handful  of 
evangelicals,  including  Charles  Colson, 

Jim  Cymbala  and  John  MacArthur,  also 
delivered  taped  messages,  thanking  the 
SBC  for  its  pro-family  and  biblical  stances.  Sharing  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  pi  1- 
Franklin  Graham,  Hank  Hanegraaff,  lars  were  developed  by  the  SBC  Council  of 
Joseph  Stowell,  Greg  Laurie,  and  Stephen  Family  Life,  which  announced  that 
Olford  also  delivered  brief  pre-recorded  Kingdom  Family  Conferences  will  be  held 
messages.  in  various  locations  beginning  this  fall.  The 

In  business  matters,  messengers  over-  first  one  will  take  place  in  Oklahoma  City 
whelmingly  defeated  an  effort  to  amend  Aug.  11-12,  followed  by  conferences  in 
the  SBC  operating  budget  to  restore  a  Wheat  Ridge,  Colo.,  Sept.  4-5;  Brandon,  Fla., 
$125,000  reduction  (out  of  $425,000)  in  Oct.  2-3;  and  Highland,  Calif.,  Nov.  6-7. 
funding  for  the  Baptist  World  Alliance.  Jim  Futral,  executive  director  of  the 

Several  thousand  families  pledged  in  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
writing  to  build  their  families  upon  the  serves  as  a  member  of  the  Council. 

Seven  Pillars:  Honoring  God's  Authority,  The  task  force  on  ministry  to  homosexu- 
Respecting  Human  Life,  Exercising  Moral  als  was  formed  by  LifeWav  Christian 
Punty,  Serving  My  Church,  Using  Time  Resources  and  the  Ethics  &  Religious 
Wisely,  Practicing  Biblical  Stewardship  and  Liberty  Commission  following  the  2001 


Published  Since  1877 


SBC  OFFICERS  —  Dallas- 
area  pastor  Jack  Graham  (cen¬ 
ter),  unanimously  reelected  to 
as  second  term  at  president  of 
the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  stands  with  fel¬ 
low  officers  elected  during  the 
June  17-18  SBC  annual  meet¬ 
ing  in  Phoenix:  (from  left)  Jim 
Wells,  registration  secretary 
and  a  Missouri  associational 
director  of  missions;  John 
Yeats,  recording  secretary  and 
editor  of  the  Oklahoma  Baptist 
Messenger;  Rob  Zinn,  first  vice 
president  and  pastor, 
Immanuel  Church,  Highland, 
Calif.;  and  Bill  Wagner,  second 
vice  president  and  professor  of 
evangelism  and  missions, 
Golden  Gate  Seminary,  Mill 
Valley,  Calif.  (BP  photo) 


More  than  7,000  messengers  to  the  Southern  Baptist 


SOUTHERN  BAPTISTS  GATHER  —  I - -  . 

Convention  annual  meeting  gathered  in  the  Phoenix  Civic  Center  on  June  17-18  for  the 
146th  session  of  the  SBC,  which  is  in  its  158th  year.  No  figures  were  available  for  mes¬ 
sengers  from  individual  states.  (BP  photo  by  Van  Payne) 
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Guy  Gibson  and  the  course  of  human  history 

Guv  Penrose  Gibson  was  bom  in  munications,  and  utility 
1918  in  India,  the  son  of  a  British  facilities, 
civil  servant.  An  adventurous  and  So  shaken  were  the 


munications,  and  utility 
facilities. 

V.T civil  servant.  An  adventurous  and  So  shaken  were  the 
self-confident  lad,  his  story  is  worth  Germans  that  they  began  to 
retelling  to  a  new  generation  of  patriots.  concentrate  large  amounts 
Gibson  was  sent  to  England  Dy  his  par-  of  men  and  munitions  to 
ents  to  be  educated,  and  promptly  jomed  protect  the  country’s  remain- 
the  Royal  Air  Force  at  the  age  of  18.  mg  dams.  In  addition,  the 
Pressed  into  service  as  a  bomber  pilot  at  Nazi  High  Command  was 
the  outbreak  of  World  War  H,  he  won  the  forced  to  divert  labor  and 
Distinguished  Flying  Cross  by  the  age  of  22  materials  to  the  repair  of  the 
and  skirted  the  mandatory  six-month  fur-  breached  dams  that  had 
lough  after  his  first  tour  of  duty  by  wran-  originally  been  slated  for 
gling  a  transfer  to  fighter  aircraft.  fortifications  along  the 

—  He  promptly  scored  four  kills  as  an  French  Atlantic  coast. 

airborne  night  fighter  and  was  Military  historians 
awarded  a  bar  to  his  Distinguished  believe  that  the  Dambuster 
Flying  Cross.  By  the  age  of  23,  Gibson  Raid,  as  it  came  to  be 
had  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  known,  saved  thousands  of 
wing  commander  and  received  a  sec-  Allied  soldiers’  lives  on  the 
ond  posting  as  a  bomber  pilot,  where  Normandy  coast  during  the 
he  flew  1/2  sorties  in  11  months  D-Day  invasion.  Because  of 
before  being  chosen  to  lead  one  of  the  the  floods  that  followed  the 
most  secret  and  critically  important  dam  breaks,  roads  and 
campaigns  of  World  War  II.  bridges  were  washed  away. 

Gibson  was  to  direct  the  formation  of  What  little  war  materiel 
the  617th  Squadron.  The  men  he  recruit-  that  survived  the  flood 
ed  were  not  allowed  to  know  the  pur-  could  not  be  quickly  trans¬ 
pose  of  the  squadron,  which  was  to  ported  to  the  front, 
destroy  the  dams  of  die  Ruhr  Valley  in  Gibson  and  his  raiders 
Germany.  The  dams  provided  the  Nazi  returned  to  England  as 
industrial  complex  with  copious  heroes.  Gibson  was 
amounts  of  hydroelectricty  and  water  relieved  of  his  command  so 
needed  to  prosecute  the  war.  he  could  go  on  a  public 

On  the  night  of  May  16, 1943,  a  total  of  relations  tour  with  British 
19  bombers  prepared  to  take  off  from  an  air  Prime  Minster  Winston  Cl 
base  in  England.  Most  of  the  members  of  was  restless  to  return  to  ac 
the  air  crews  did  not  expect  to  return;  they  ever,  and  see  the  war  to  its 
had  written  farewell  letters  to  their  wives  lenting  requests  to  return 
and  mothers.  One  of  the  pilots  had  scrupu-  were  finally  answered.  Jus 
lously  shaved  and  showered,  because  he  later,  on  September  19, 
said  ne  wanted  to  die  with  dignity.  bomber  did  not  return  fi 

The  toll  was  indeed  high.  Only  11  Rhedyt,  Germany.  His  airp 
bombers  returned.  In  that  one  night,  53  in  the  Dutch  countryside, 
men  were  killed  and  three  men  were  taken  ment  now  stands  to  Gibson 
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breached  dams  that  had 
originally  been  slated  for 
fortifications  along  the 
French  Atlantic  coast. 

Military  historians 
believe  that  the  Dambuster 
Raid,  as  it  came  to  be 
known,  saved  thousands  of 
Allied  soldiers'  lives  on  the 


dam  breaks,  roads  and 
bridges  were  washed  away.  .  x. 

What  little  war  materiel 
that  survived  the  flood r 
could  not  be  quickly  trans¬ 
ported  to  the  front. 

Gibson  and  his  raiders 
returned  to  England  as 
heroes.  Gibson  was 
relieved  of  his  command  so 
he  could  go  on  a  public 
relations  tour  with  British 
Prime  Minster  Winston  Churchill.  Gibson  breaks.  If  there  had  been  no  dam  breaks  and 
was  restless  to  return  to  active  duty,  how-  the  subsequent  diversion  of  precious  Nazi 
ever,  and  see  the  war  to  its  end.  His  unre-  resources,  the  Allied  forces  at  Normandy 


lenting  requests  to  return  to  active  duty 
were  finally  answered.  Just  a  few  months 
later,  on  September  19,  1944,  Gibson's 
bomber  did  not  return  from  a  raid  on 
Rhedyt,  Germany.  His  airplane  was  found 
in  the  Dutch  countryside,  where  a  monu¬ 
ment  now  stands  to  Gibson  and  his  naviea- 


Guest  Opinion:  I 

O’er  the  Land 

of  the  Free? 

By  Ken  Anderson,  pastor 

First  Church,  Saltillo 

men  were  killed  and  three  men  were  taken  ment  now  stands  to  Gibson  and  his  na viga- 
as  prisoners  of  war.  The  goal  of  the  mis-  tor  who  also  perished  in  the  crash.  Gibson 
sion  was  an  unqualified  success,  however,  was  26  years  old. 

The  huge  Mohne  and  Eder  dams  were  One  of  the  morals  of  this  story  is  that  one 
breached  and  die  Sorpe  Dam  was  heavily  person  can  indeed  make  a  difference, 
damaged.  Thousands  of  acres  of  rich  farm-  Without  Guy  Gibson,  there  may  well  have 
land  were  inundated  and  unworkable,  as  never  been  a  617  Squadron.  Without  a  617 
well  as  scores  of  crucial  industrial,  com-  Squadron,  there  would  have  been  no  dam 


memorized  the  words  to  the 
first  stanza  of  the  National 
Anthem.  Through  the  years 
singing  die  words  at  church 
ana  patriotic  events  has  been 
done  from  memory. 

Imagine  my  surprise 
recentiy  when  I  nad  an  occa¬ 
sion  to  read  the  lyrics.  The 
final  words  of  the  first  stanza  I 
caught  my  attention:  0  say,  ^ 
does  that  star-spangled  banner  yet 
wave  o'er  the  land  of  the  free  and 
the  home  of  the  brave? 

I  had  never  noticed  it.  The 
national  anthem  ends  with  a 
question  mark!  Evidentiy  it  was 
an  urgent  question  for  Francis 
Scott  Key  when  those  words 
came  to  his  mind.  It  was  a  burn¬ 
ing  question  as  he  strained  to  see 
if  the  American  flag  was  still 
waving  over  Fort  McHenry. 

It  is  still  a  good  question  —  a 
question  that  is  not  resigned  to 
a  dramatic  point  in  history.  It  is 
a  relevant  question  that  must 
be  asked  and  answered  again 
and  again  by  each  generation. 
Many  nave  given  the  ultimate 
sacrifice  and  others  sustain 
continual  suffering  to  keep  the 
answer  in  the  affirmative. 
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Others  have  done  their  parts  from  relating  the  word  of  God 
secure  and  maintain  liberties  to  contemporary  issues, 
through  community  organiza-  At  present,  soaety  has  a  grow- 

tions  and  elected  public  office,  ing  appetite  and  capacity  for  evil. 
It  is  very  appropriate  to  cele-  Many  are  not  aware  of  or  refuse 
brate  the  privileges  of  freedom  to  acknowledge  the  increasing 

Sained  so  dearly,  but  with  free-  scale  of  depravity  in  society.  This 
om  comes  responsibilities.  makes  Christian  citizenship  more 

Christians'  responsibilities  urgent  and  critical, 
are  linked  to  a  dual  citizenship.  Throughout  my  journey  as  a 
—  citizens  of  the  state  and  citi-  Christian  and  Soutnem  Baptist, 
zens  of  heaven  (Phil.  3:20).  As  there  have  been  social  issues  that 
citizens  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  have  concerned  Baptists.  There 
there  is  an  ongoing  revolution  are  issues  that  Baptists  promote 
of  change  through  Jesus  Christ,  and  advocate  ana  those  that  are 
Lives  are  changed  for  eternity,  protested  and  opposed.  Many  of 
As  citizens  of  me  Kingdom  of  these  issues  have  been 
God,  there  is  the  responsibility  addressed  or  resolved  by  those 
to  function  as  salt,  light  ana  elected  to  political  office, 
leaven  in  the  world  around  When  taken  seriously, 
them.  Such  a  life-changing  rev-  Christian  citizenship  can  affect 
olution  cannot  be  restrained  such  issues  with  positive  and 
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would  likely  have  been  driven  back  into  the 
sea.  It  is  not  an  overstatement  to  note  that  this 
one  man  altered  the  course  of  human  history. 

Most  of  us  will  never  be  called  upon  to 
pay  the  ultimate  price  for  country,  as  did 
Guy  Gibson,  but  even  today  there  are 
many  who  are  willing  to  do  do.  For  those 
servicemen  and  servicewomen  so  far  from 
home  on  Independence  Day  2003,  let  us 
take  time  to  voice  a  prayer  of  special 
thanksgiving  for  their  sacrifices. 

It  is  not  an  overstatement  to  note  that 
they  too  are  striving  to  change  the  course 
of  human  history. 


lasting  change.  This  involves 
registering  to  vote  and  voting 
in  each  election,  and  being 
informed  of  current  cultural 
and  political  issues. 

Articulate  your  concerns 
and  suggestions  to  the  legisla¬ 
tors  andaffirm  them  when  they 
stand  for  righteousness.  Be 
informed  of  ways  to  be 
involved  in  the  political  process 
and  pray  for  those  in  authority. 

The  Christian  Action 
Commission  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  is  an  excel¬ 
lent  resource  for  information 
and  guidance  on  social  issues 
and  legislative  agendas. 

Above  all,  true  freedom 
comes  from  Christ  as  Lord  and 
Savior,  and  there  remains  the 
responsibility  to  allow  the  love 
of  Christ  to  influence  all  of  life. 

Recently  I  passed  by  the  post 
office  in  Saltillo  and  saw  Old 
Gloiy  billowing  in  the  wind. 
Again  I  was  reminded  of  Key's 
question.  Over  what  kind  of 
country  is  our  flag  flying?  The 
question  is  ours  to  answer. 

Citizenship  and  Religious 
Liberty  Sunday  will  be  observed 
across  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  on  July  6. 


June  26, 2003 


Pastors'  Conference  puts  focus  on  families 

PHOENIX  (EN)  —  understand  his  family  was  his  Christian  apologist  Josh  Johnny  Hunt,  pastor  of  First 
"Kingdom  families"  captured  first  priority,"  Williams  said.  McDowell,  a  popular  author  and  Church  of  Woodstock,  Ga., 
the  spotlight  of  the  2003  He  warned  pastors,  "If  you  youth  speaker  from  Dallas,  cau-  offered  a  plea  for  Baptist  fami- 
Southem  Baptist  Pastors'  don't  have  a  family,  you  don't  tioned  parents  of  temptations  lies  to  increase  their  financial 
Conference  June  15-16  in  have  a  ministry"  —  and  if  a  facing  tneir  children  —  particu-  support  of  the  SBC's 
Phoenix,  even  as  participants  pastor  can't  manage  his  own  larly  temptations  to  believe  non-  International  Mission  Board, 
heard  a  new  version  of  the  family,  "you  have  no  business  Christian  doctrine  .  He  dted  a  "You  are  never  more  like 
Monday  Night  Football  song  managing  the  church  and  the  poll  that  found  65%  erf  "Bible-  Jesus  than  when  you  are  giving," 
from  evangelist  Hank  Williams,  people  of  God."  believing,  church  going,  bom-  he  said.  "It  is  time  for  tne 
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are  not  equally  true 


as  supenor  to  Islam,  inat  iea  to  a  tater  segmen 
NBC  Nightly  News  in  which  anchor  Tom  Brok 
Vines  as  "preaching  hate  *  Spe&ing  in  Phoei 
Vines  acknowledged  the  news  media  waiti 
whether  he  would  address  the  topic  again.  He 
point,  although  he  did  not  speak  specifically  c 
going  to  give  all  you  media  wnat  you  came  for,  i 
to  say  it  slowly,  so  that  even  Tom  Brokaw  can  g 
to  a  round  of  applause.  "All  religions  are  not 
religions  are  not  equally  true.  There  is  no  othei 
heaven  given  to  men  whereby  we  must  be  sav 


Joel  Gregory,  Southern  Baptists'  best  known  unemployed  preacher,  is 
offered  the  job  of  Dean  of  the  Chapel  at  Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky. 
Gregory  abruptly  resigned  the  pastorate  of  First  Church,  Dallas,  in  a  lead¬ 
ership  dispute  with  the  congregation's  former  senior  pastor,  W.  A.  Criswell. 


Bryant  Cummings,  Mississippi's  "Mr.  Sunday  School,"  will  retire  as 
director  of  the  Sunday  School  Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  after  25  years  in  that  position. 


W.  Douglas  Hudgins,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Jackson,  is  is  elected  vice- 
president  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
at  a  recent  meeting  in  Nashville.  Hudgins  has  represented  Mississippi  on 
the  Executive  Committee  for  the  past  five  years. 


men,  if  you  will  walk  with  God,  one  da; 
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Lamar  County 
church  burns 
on  June  20 

Okahola  Church,  Lamar 
Association,  burned  to  the 
ground  early  on  the  morning  of 
June  20,  according  to  Billy 
Murphy,  associational  missions 
director.  Murphy  said  the  fire 
started  in  the  back  of  the  church 
and  destroyed  the  worship  cen¬ 
ter,  the  educational  building, 
and  much  of  the  office  space. 

Murphy  also  noted  that 
Rastor  Eugene  Haden  had  a 
large  personal  library,  which 
was  partially  saved. 

During  the  fire  the  office  roof 
collapsed,  protecting  many  of 
the  church's  records.  The 
church  rolls,  financial  records, 
and,  according  to  the  church's 
secretary,  "even  the  checkbook" 
were  saved,  Murphy  said. 

Okahola  Church  suffered  a 
similar  tragedy  several  months 
ago  when  a  portion  of  the 
church's  building  collapsed. 
The  church  was  scheduled  to 
vote  on  a  contractor  to  rebuild 
the  new  worship  center  on  this 
coming  Sunday,  Murphy  said. 

Several  area  churches  have 
volunteered  the  use  of  their 
facilities.  The  cause  of  the  fire 
is  under  investigation. 
Okahola  Church  is  one  of  the 
fastest  growing  churches  in 
Lamar  Association,  Murphy 
pointed  out,  with  39  baptisms 
and  an  average  1 85  people  in 
Sunday  School  in  2002. 


Family  'pillars'  introduced  at  Phoenix  rally 

PHOENIX  (EN  and  local  . . 

reports)  —  The  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  unveiled  seven 
"pillars"  that  leaders  believe  will 
strengthen  American  families  at  a 
Kingdom  Family  Rally  held  June 
16  in  Phoenix  on  the  eve  of  the 
SBC  annual  meeting. 

In  2000,  SBC  Executive 
Committee  President  Morris 
Chapman  called  for  formation  of 
a  council  on  family  life  to  devel¬ 
op  a  comprehensive  strategy  to 
"call  families  back  to  God.  Tom 
Elliff,  pastor  of  First  Southern 
Baptist  Church  of  Del  City,  Okla., 
and  a  former  two-term  SBC  pres¬ 
ident,  was  named  chairman.  Jim 
Futral,  executive  director  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  in  Jackson,  serves  as  a 
member  of  the  council. 

The  council  studied  statistics 
related  to  American  family  life, 
brainstormed  with  people  like 
James  Dobson  of  Focus  on  the 

Family  and  Dennis  Rainey  of  _ _ _ ^  _ 

Family  Life  Today,  and  searched  IN  APPRECIATION  —  Jim  Futral  (third  from  right),  executive  director  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
the  Bible  for  texts  relating  to  Board,  receives  a  citation  along  with  other  members  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Council  on  Family  Life 
family  issues.  Building  on  prin-  from  Morris  Chapman,  president  and  chief  executive  officer  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
ciples  Elliff  has  used  in  hispre-  Executive  Committee,  for  their  work  on  the  Kingdom  Family  initiative.  (BR  photo  by  Tony  Martin) 

marital  and  family  counseling, - — - - - ; - -  ~  “  ~~  ~  “ 

the  council  developed  a  statement  of  •  Respect  human  life.  Richard  Land, pres-  marriage  improved  when  he  learned  to  ask 
Christian  family  principles  called  "The  ident  of  the  SBC  Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty  his  wife  how  he  could  serve  her  better  and 
Seven  Pillars  or  a  Kingdom  Family."  Commission  in  Nashville,  saia  respect  for  be  a  better  husband,  he  said. 

A  parade  of  presidents  from  various  human  life  is  a  central  pillar  of  faith  that  also  "When  I  let  her  teach  me  how  to  serve  her, 
SBC  entities  spoke  briefly  as  each  of  the  should  be  central  to  the  family.  Life  must  be  my  wife  began  to  reach  out  to  me,"  he  said, 
seven  pillars  rose  symbolically  from  the  treasured  from  conception  to  death,  he  said, 

stage  floor.  "Mystery  guests"  gave  testi-  ’  ’  -unj - —  *  TT"~  - 

monies  relating  to  each  pillar's  emphasis: 


•  Honor  God's  authority.  Families  are 
called  to  live  under  God's  authority, 
explained  Morris  Chanman.  Husbands, 
especially,  need  to  stand  in  the  front  door 
and  protect  their  families  from  the  fiery 
darts  of  the  devil,  he  said. 

Chapman  introduced  Chaplain  Jeff 
Struecker  of  Black  Hawk  Down  book  and 
movie  fame,  who  is  based  at  Fort  Bragg, 
N.C.,  and  currently  stationed  m 
Afghanistan. 

Struecker  used  the  insignia  of  his  uni¬ 
form  to  illustrate  that  he  is  under  the 
authority  of  others  and  called  to  lead  those 
under  his  authority  by  example. 


including  faithful  care  for  children  with  spe¬ 
cial  nee*  and  for  aging  parents. 

Land  introduced  Trey  and  Brenda 
Palmer,  who  have  five  children,  but  also 
help  care  for  an  uncle  who  was  seriously 

injnrpH  in  an  elprtrical  accident. 


•  Use  time  wisely.  SBC  President  Jack 
Graham  said  he  never  regretted  a 
moment  of  the  time  he  has  given  to  his 
wife  and  children.  "Time  is  a  treasure, 
and  we  are  to  use  it  wisely,"  he  admon¬ 
ished.  Graham  introduced  motivational 


Palmer  said  his  great-grandfather,  who  speaker  Zig  Ziglar,  a  Yazoo  City  native 
spoke  to  the  convention  in  1949,  was  one  of  who  said  building  a  successful  marriage 
the  first  black  men  to  address  the  SBC.  involves  a  lot  of  little  things,  beginnim 


the  first  black  men  to  address  the  SBC. 
Respect  for  human  life  "is  paramount  for  a 
civil,  free,  and  progressive  society,"  he  said. 

•  Exercise  moral  purity.  The  third  pillar 
was  previewed  by  A1  Monler,  president  of 
Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  who 
said:  "We  are  living  in  a  day  of  moral  con¬ 
fusion  leading  to  moral  anarchy." 

The  church  is  called  to  be  a  "holy  nation 
and  a  holy  people,  which  should  be 
reflected  in  Christian  families,  he 
said.  That  would  allow  others  to 
observe  them  and  say  that  only  the 
existence  of  an  omnipotent  ana  sov- 


who  said  building  a  successful  marriage 
involves  a  lot  of  little  things,  beginning 
with  the  understanding  that  men  ana 
women  are  different  and  a  commitment 
to  work  together. 

"There  has  never  been  a  man  or  woman 
as  smart  as  both  together  as  a  team"  follow¬ 
ing  God's  principles  for  the  family,  he  said. 

•  Practice  biblical  stewardship.  SBC 
Annuity  Board  President  O.S.  Hawkins 
spoke  briefly  on  the  importance  of  stew¬ 
ardship  ana  introduced  professional  bass 
fisherman  Jimmy  Houston,  who  spoke  via 
videotape.  Houston,  who  has  given  up 
prize  money  because  he  refuses  to  wear  the 


existence  or  an  omnipotent  ana  sov-  prize  money  because  he  refuses 
ereign  God  could  explain  the  holi-  patch  of  a  beer  company  that 
ness  of  this  people,  he  added.  bass  fishing  circuit,  said  Christi 

lor  am  J  ~  a.  I—  iJ  iL 1  _  // * 


Mohler  introduced  Pete  and 
Debbie  Livingston,  who  have  two 
birth  children  and  five  children  by 
adoption.  The  Livingstons'  marriage 
survived  a  rocky  10-year  start  dur¬ 
ing  which  he  was  devoted  to  work 
and  she  had  an  extra-marital  affair. 
After  she  became  a  Christian,  they 
put  their  marriage  back  together. 

"Folks,  there  is  no  Plan  B  for  our 
marriages,"  Debbie  Livingston  said. 
"There  is  only  God's  radical  plan." 


patch  ot  a  beer  company  that  sponsors  a 
bass  fishing  circuit,  said  Christians  should 
give  both  tithes  and  offerings  to  God. 
Those  who  don't  tithe  are  not  short-chang¬ 
ing  God  but  themselves,  he  said. 

•  Share  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  The 
final  pillar  was  introduced  by  SBC  North 
American  Mission  Board  President  Bob 
Reccord  and  SBC  International  Mission 
Board  President  Jerry  Rankin,  a  Mississippi 
native.  Both  cited  their  own  experience  to 
promote  family-oriented  evangelism. 

Reccord  promoted  the  value  of  fami¬ 
lies  participating  together  in  mission 
trips.  Rankin  spoke  of  how  all  family 
members  contribute  to  the  effectiveness 
of  missionaries. 


•  Serve  the  church.  Jimmy  trips.  Rankin  spoke  of  how  all  family 
Draper,  president  of  LifeWay  members  contribute  to  the  effectiveness 
Christian  Resources  in  Nashville,  of  missionaries, 
challenged  Baptists  to  guide  their 

churches  to  lead  othere  in  faithfully  The  rally  attracted  more  than  4,000  par- 
serving  the  church.  Draper  intro-  ticipants,  about  half  of  whom  remained 
duced  Gary  Chapman,  a  staff  mem-  through  the  nearly  two-and-a-half-hour 
ber  at  Calvary  Church  in  Winston-  program.  Participants  in  the  rally  were 


*  — ,  y  t  j  ^  •  ; - O’”  **'•“  *w  viuivi  uku  UTC9  Upon  a 

servant  leadership.  Chapman's  own  pillars  of  the  kingdom  family." 
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WMU  meeting  highlights 

.  PHOENIX  (EN)  —"Survivor"  could  her  life  —  but  God  tumpd  it  intn 


mission  service 


FHUfcNIX  (EN)  —  Survivor"  could  her  life  —  but  God  turned  it  into  a 

m^eHnfnofhwtheme'  °V„hiS  year's  aII)nual  blessine,  she  added.  God  used  cancer, 
meeting  of  Woman  s  Missionary  Union  "a  terrible,  despicable  thing,"  to  bring 
(WMUr  auxi  iary  of  the  Southem  Baptist  her  to  her  knees,  thanking  tlod  for  ad 
Convention  (SBC),  but  if  viewers  of  the  God  had  done  in  her  life.8 
P°PVlar,  show  had  turned  in  they  "TTie  only  thing  we  need  in  our  lives 

W?uU  duhav?  found,  .a  message  of  faith  is  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  Ladun  said, 
rather  than  fear  on  this  stage.  "God  took  the  worst  day  of  my  life  and 

Gathered  in  Phoenix  pnor  to  the  SBC  made  it  the  best  day  of  my  life.  I 
annual  meeting,  WMU  members  heard  tes-  learned  I'm  not  in  control  anymore 
timomes  from  a  breast  cancer  survivor,  a  God  is  in  control  " 
survivor  of  a  shooting  in  a  mission  hospi-  Christina  Beatty  Olson,  whose  mis- 
tal,  and  a  former  missionary  who  survived  sionary  husband  Charles  addressed  the 
herhusb^d  s  death  at  a  young  age.  SBC  annual  meeting  two  years  ago 

Tpe  women  also  celebrated  the  90th  before  dying  of  cancer,  told  that  God 
anniversary  of  Girls  in  Action  (GA),  the  likes  happy  endings.  After  the  pain  and 
mission  organization  for  pre-teen  girls,  and  grief  of  losing  her  husband,  she  was  not 
re-elected  Janet  Hoffman  as  president  and  looking  for  a  happy  ending,  she  admit- 
Y°l?£<i?TC2ldero?  as  ^ording  secretary.  ted,  but  God  placed  in  her  path  a  mis- 
WMU  Executive  Director  Wanda  Lee  sionary  whose  wife  had  died.  The  two 
announced  a  new  GA  Alumnae  of  began  to  commiserate  and  console  each 
Distinction  Award  named  in  memory  of  other's  grief.  They  married  in 
Martha  Myers,  one  of  three  Southern  December,  blending  their  eight  children 
Baptist  missionaries  slain  at  the  Baptist  into  a  new  family.  Now,  they  believe 
hospital  in  Jibla,  Yemen,  on  Dec.  30.  The  God  has  called  them  to  return  to  North 
jiward  will  be  given  annually  to  a  GA  who  Africa  and  the  Middle  East  as  missionan 
exhibits  a  missions  lifestyle.  "God's  goal  is  not  about  making 

Mission  worker  Don  Caswell,  who  was  happy,"  she  said.  "It  is  not  about  us 
wounded  by  the  gunman  in  Yemen,  and  about  Him.  His  plan,  through  our  pain  i 
his  wife  Ten  testified  of  their  call  to  return  our  sorrow  and  our  joy,  is  to  see  people 
to  Yemen.  "On  Aug.  1,  we  plan  to  go  back  around  the  world  come  to  know  Him.  ] 
to  Yemen,  Ten  Caswell  said.  "By  His  grace  plan  is  to  bring  glory  to  himself." 

Mid  mercy,  we  will  stand.  God  will  walk  us  Testimonies  highlighted  each  of 
through.  He  has  proven  himself  to  us."  WMU  annual  meeting  s  four  general  s 
Brenda  Ladun,  a  TV  news  anchor  in  sions.  Among  them: 

Birmingham  and  author  of  Getting  Better,  •  Sandy  Wisdom-Martin,  execut 
Not  Bitter,  said  the  day  she  learned  she  director  of  Illinois  WMU,  told  of  leadin 
had  breast  cancer  was  the  worst  day  of  15-woman  team  to  Ghana  to  build  homi 


WMU  LEADERS  —  Wanda 
Lee  (right)  executive  direc¬ 
tor/treasurer  of  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  (WMU) 
auxiliary  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  and  Janet 
Hoffman,  WMU  national 
president,  present  the  WMU's 
annual  report  June  1 7  to  mes¬ 
sengers  attending  the 
Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion's  annual  meeting  in  the 
Phoenix  Civic  Center.  (BP 
photo  by  Gibbs  Frazeur) 


•  Lucy  Driggers,  who  serves  with  her 
husband,  Larry,  International  Mission 
Board  associate  for  West  Africa,  traced  her 
pilgrimage  from  her  call  to  missions  as  a 
G  A  at  age  12  through  various  places  of  ser¬ 
vice.  "Don't  park  your  car  beside  the 
road,"  she  said.  "Keep  going  down  that 
winding  road"  with  God. 

•  A  missionary  working  among 
Muslims  in  Southeast  Asia  told  of  his  own 
pilgrimage  of  faith  as  a  college  student, 
learning  to  disciple  others  and  becoming  a 
summer  missionary  in  Branson,  Mo. 


Little  is  Great  gg 

In  the  mindset  of  our  world,  !  % 
it  used  to  be  that  BIG  was  better  1 
and  BIGGEST  was  best.  For  I 
instance  —  big  cars,  big  houses,  i  ^ 
big  machines,  big  organiza-  [A 
tions,  big  ideas,  big  crowds  — 
big  everything  was  where  we  1| 
thought  the  finest  could  be  V 
found.  But,  things  have  radical-  = 
ly  changed  over  the  last  several  aroi 
years  and  now  little  things  noti 
nave  become  big  things!  to  I 

Today,  nanotechnology  is  a  woi 
significant  attention-getter,  one 
This  area  of  study  comes  from  hea 
the  Greek  word,  nanos,  which  littl 
means  "dwarf"  or  "small  in  you 
size,"  and  it  is  affecting  eveiy-  f 
thing  around  and  about  us.  So  yes 
that  you  will  understand  how  of 
small  we  are  talking  about,  try  abo 
this:  Take  one  hair  from  your  ope 
head  and  lay  it  on  a  table,  app 
Divide  that  one  hair  into  one  and 
hundred  thousand  slices,  har 
Please  understand  this  may  not  thei 
be  easy  and  it  may  take  you  a  and 
while.  Now,  when  you  get  that  ger 
done,  take  one  of  those  slices  mte 
and  examine  it,  for  it  is  one  before  nanotechnology  was  hope  and  life  everlasting.  His  creation,  but 

nanometer  wide.  One  nanome-  profitable  or  fashionable,  the  time  was  small!  touch  an  at< 

ter  is  a  billionth  of  a  meter  and  Lord  recognized  the  value  of  Obviously,  God  doesn't  remake,  and 
today  material  is  actually  being  small  being  great.  Thinking  measure  things  like  we  do.  through  it.  Yo 
measured  that  small.  big  might  sometimes  need  to  The  God  of  all  power,  who  watch  for  God 

Apparently,  these  scientists  be  replaced  by  thinking  tiny;  understands  all  things,  knows  your  life  to  d< 
who  are  looking  out  there  into  for  wnen  we  give  attention  to  that  small  can  be  large  and  but  don't  forge 
this  tiny  little  world  are  dream-  the  small  things,  the  big  things  that  it  is  possible  for  Him  to  the  biggest  tni 
ing  of  things  as  they  could  be  if  may  take  care  of  themselves.  take  what  seems  so  finite  and  accomplished 

they  are  small  enough.  Already,  Just  think  about  the  nano  make  it  into  something  infi-  things  that  He 
we  have  available  a  tiny  little  thoughts  that  Jesus  had  about  nite.  Or,  He  can  take  the  little  was  a  little  lu 
camera  that  can  be  swallowed  life.  Maybe  it  is  worthy  for  us  and  make  it  great.  God  is  that  boy  that  fee 
and  then  it  can  examine  the  to  remember  that  Jesus  talked  kind  of  God,  with  that  kind  of  miraculously 
entire  digestive  tract.  Is  that  about  cups  that  are  nanos.  He  power,  and  with  that  kind  of  well  may  be 
incredible  or  what?  Other  said  if  you  give  a  cup  of  cool  insight.  He  can  take  the  little  something  big 
small,  microscopic  cameras  can  water  in  His  name,  it  will  be  things  He  has  invested  in  your  your  life  and  y 
be  inserted  to  probe  and  look  blessed.  Or,  maybe  think  about  life  —  your  abilities,  gifts,  and  will  give  Him 


your  seemingly  small  contri 
butions,  and  enlarge,  multiply 
and  magnify  them  to  dc 
things  beyond  what  anvonc 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
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merit,  and  Fear  Factor  games  and 
prizes.  All  meals  will  be  provided 
by  the  local  churches.  Survival 
Weekend  is  open  to  all  new  fresh¬ 
men  and  transfer  students  enter- 
r - ''wing  WCC.  The  registra- 


Debbie  C.  Norris  has  been 
named  Mississippi  College's 
Vice  President  for  Planning  and 
Assessment  and  Dean  of  the 
Graduate  School.  Norris  began 
her  teaching  career  atw1.1  : 


Liberty  call  as  pastor  in  May  2003. 
Church, 

Liberty,  Parkway  Church,  Tupelo, 
called  James  has  called  Katey  Witt  as  Youth 
A.  Sadler  as  Minister.  Witt  has  served  as  an 
interim  pas-  educator  in  the  junior  high 
tor  on  Sept.  1,  public  schools  for  eight  years. 
2002.  He  She  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi 
accepted  the  State  University. 


Jack  Graham , 
others  reelected 
by  acclamation 

PHOENIX  (EN)  —  Jack 
Graham,  pastor  of  Prestonwood 
Church  in  Plano,  Texas,  was  re¬ 
elected  president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  on  June 
1 7  without  opposition.  At  the  time 
of  the  election,  6,830  messengers 
had  registered  during  the  first  day 
of  the  annual  meeting.  Graham 
will  serve  this  year  with  two 
Californians  elected  vice  presi¬ 
dents  without  opposition: 

•  Rob  Zinn,  pastor  of 
Immanuel  Church  in  Highland, 
Calif.,  was  elected  first  vice  pres¬ 
ident.  Zinn  was  a  member,  youth 
minister,  and  associate  pastor 
before  becoming  pastor  of  the 
7,300-member  church.  He 
serves  on  the  SBC  Executive 
Committee  and  is  a  former 
trustee  chairman  at  Golden  Gate 
Seminary  in  Mill  Valley,  Ca. 

•  William  Wagner,  professor  of 
evangelism  and  missions  at 
Golden  Gate  Seminary,  was  elect¬ 
ed  second  vice  president.  Wagner 
has  "lived  out  a  life  of  missions," 
said  ftul  Kim,  a  Southern  Baptist 
missionary  pastor  of  Brookland 
Church  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  who 
nominated  Wagner. 

Two  other  SBC  officers  were 
re-elected  without  opposition: 

•  Recording  Secretary  John 
Yeats,  editor  of  the  Baptist 
Messenger  in  Oklahoma  City. 

•  Registration  Secretary 
James  Wells,  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  for  Tri-County  Association 
in  Branson,  Mo. 


tion  fee  is  $30.  For  more 
information,  call  (601) 
318-6161  or  (800)  962- 
5991,  ext.  161. 


She 
BSBA 
from 

Mississippi  College, 
the  Master  of 
Education  degree  from 

_ _ _ _  Mississippi 

School, ”9:45  a.mj  worship,  li  Edna,  Columbia:  June  29-July  University,  and 
a.m.;  a  covered  dish  lunch  will  be  2;  Sunday,  9:45  a.m.,  11  a.m.,  and  P 
served  at  noon  and  an  afternoon  5  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Jim  Degree 
song  service  will  follow  at  1  p.m.;  Futral,  MBCB,  preaching;  Tim  University  of 
Bruce  Crosby,  preaching;  Clear  Morrison,  Bethel,  Monticello,  During 
Mountain  Quartet,  music;  Larry  music;  Kenny  Peavey,  pastor.  Mississippi  College, 
Eickenloff,  pastor.  #  served  as Director  o 

Improve,  Columbia:  July  27- 
Calvary,  Bogue  Chitto;  July  30;  Sun.-Wed.,  7  p.m. 

12-13;  100th  anniversary;  Sat.  Upshaw,  evangelist;  John  Bell, 
night,  former  pastors  reception;  music;  Hiram  Campbell,  pastor. 

Sunday,  special  service;  for  more 

information,  call  (601)734-6951.  First,  Lambert:  June  29;  wor¬ 
ship,  10:30  a.m.;  lunch  will  fol- 
Gatesville,  Crystal  Springs:  low;  A.  M.  "Sonny" 

June  29;  worship,  11  a.m.;  a  tel-  speaking;  Jimmy  Smith, 


Sadler 


State  Southeastern  I 

the  Norris  Theological  Sei 
Doctor  of  Philosophy  or  Southe 

in  Education  from  the  College  at  Wake  Forest 
Mississippi.  Forest,  N.C.,  on  M< 

her  tenure  at  Angela  Carman  Si 

“  "  ,j,  Norris  has  Southaven,  received  a 

_ of  Self-Study  Biblical  Studies  with  a 

and  Chair  of  the  Steering 
Irian  Committee;  Director  of 

International  Programs; 

Director  of  Institutional 
Advancement;  Graduate  Dean; 
and  Interim  Vice  President  for 
Academic  Affairs.  She  is  a 
Moore,  member  of  Parkway  Church, 

music.  Clinton,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Handbell  Choir. 


Summer  enrollment  is  up 
by  208  students  at  William 
Carey  College  (WCC)  in  com¬ 
parison  with  a  year  ago  for  a 
total  of  1,944  students.  Of  that 
number  999  students  are 
enrolled  in  graduate  classes 
?  wifi  Survival  Weekend,  hosted  by  on  WCC  campuses  in 
cert,  1  the  William  Carey  College  Hattiesburg,  Gulfport,  and 
iking;  (WCO  BSU,  will  take  place  Aug.  New  Orleans.  William  Carey 
bring  15-17,  on  the  Hattiesburg  cam-  College  posted  a  record 
pus.  Registration  will  begin  in  die  enrollment  of  2,401  students 
Student  Conference  Center  Aug.  this  past  spring.  The  Fall 
I;  25th  15  at  5  p.m.  Activities  include  application  deadline  for 
mday,  seminars  about  campus  living,  admission  is  July  18  for  all 
h  will  Topics  will  include  relationships,  new  freshman  or  transfer  stu- 
James  finances,  roommates,  and  study  dents.  For  more  information, 
.peak-  tips.  Other  activities  include  area  call  (601)  318-6103  or  (800) 
church  tours,  bowling,  entertain-  962-5991,  ext.  103. 


Doctor  of  Ministry 

in  Leadership 

Learn  from  experienced  Pastors 

Dr.  Steve  Echols  -  24 years  as  a  local  church  Pastor 


f  Diamond  head  Baptist  Church  1 

Diamondhead,  Mississippi 

\  Invites  Your  Indication  of  Interest  In 

$1,500,000 

First  Mortgage  Bonds 

Issue  Date:  June  30.  2003 

EARN  S'  S'  H*  O/  Interest  Rates  Range 

UP  TO  O  ♦  O 3  /O  2.50%  to  6.65% 

Bond  Maturity  Range  6  months  to  20  years.  Bonds  are  available  in 
multiples  of  $250.  These  bonds  may  be  placed  in  self-directed 
retirement  accounts  in  most  cases. 

Thu  annot mtrmmt  u  neither  an  ogee  nor  a  tolk  nation  of  an  offer  to  Uty  The  offer  u  made  hy 
protpettm  only  Far  more  mfbrmathm  uhnot  this  bond  turn,  obhtln  a  pnupn  na.  nhnb  dmeribm  all 
of  the  partu  ulars  of  this  understanding.  If  rod  it  asrefdfy  before  you  invest  or  send  money.  AU  bonds 
are  offered  at  fact  value,  subject  to  prior  utle 

D___  _  For  Addidonm!  Information  CoMmcU 

Mark  McNeece 
(800)  748-8877 

mmcneecetibrivesleavtU.com  A 


Dr.  Reggie  Ogea  -  21  years  as  a  local  church  Pastor 
Director,  Doctor  of  Ministry  Program 
Associate  Professor  of  Leadership  and  Pastoral  Ministry 


Dr.  Jerry  Barlow  -  20  years  as  a  local  church  Pastor 
Dean  of  Graduate  Studies 
Director,  Communication  Center 
Professor  of  Preaching  and  Pastoral  Work 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Baptist  Theological  Seminary 


1430  Lelia  Drive 
Jackson,  MS  39216 
601-948-4500 


Equipping  Leaders  to  Grow  Healthy  Churches 


3939  Gentilly  Blvd.  New  Orleans,  LA  70126 
800-662-8701  -  http://nobts.edu  -  e-mail:  nobts@nobts.edu 
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Temple  Church  Bible  Drill  Participants,  Hattiesburg 


Holly  Church  Bible  Drill  Participants,  Corinth 


Students  from  Temple 
Church,  Hattiesburg,  recent- 


Church,  Hattiesburg,  recent 
ly  participated  in  Bible  Drills 
Pictured  (from  left,  front)  are 
Bailey  Anglin,  Elizabeth 
Paterson,  Michele  Stover, 
(back)  Craig  Paterson,  and 
Tiffany  Stover. 


The  Awana  Club  of  Iuka 
Church,  Iuka,  concluded  on 
May  18  with  many  children 
receiving  awards.  Alicia 
Brock  and  Pazlee  Walker 
received  the  Timothy  Award. 
The  Clubber  of  the  Vear  was 
received  by  Ashley  Counce  in 
the  girls  division  and  Ethan 


Does  vour 

ft 

Great  Commission 

include  yyiUSiC? 


Jones  in  the  boys 
division.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are 
Brock  and  Walker. 

Two  youth  and 
three  children  of 
Holly  Church, 
Corinth,  participated 
in  Bible  Drills. 
Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Krissy  Bradley, 
Amber  Bradley, 
Molly  Morrow,  Tony 
Morrow,  pastor, 
Haley  Knepp,  and 
Shannon  Bugg. 


1*1(111  uoir  to  attend  the 

(ilohul 
Consultation 
on  Music  \ 
and  Missions 

SoiiilmrsUTii  SiMiiinaiA 
I  on  \\  m  ill.  !c\as 
Sepuinln  r  I  ^  is 

Featured  Speakers 


"Hearing  is  Believing" 


For  a  FREE  consultation  call 

Jackson  1-800-844-1200  or  Hattiesburg  1-800-844-5821 
or  go  online  at  www.audioservices.org 

Fessional  Sound  rmrfiSl  A 

=£1 II,  SERVICES 

/  benool  /  Commercial  A  0rvisiON  of  Mississippi  music  incorporated 


Go  online  and  register  to  win  a  FREE  WIRELESS  MICROPHONE 


m 

NG 
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Conference  tea l ares 


July  24  -  26,  2003 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 

featuring  in  concert  the 

Annie  Moses  Band 
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For  program  information,  contact  the  Discipleship  and 
Family  Ministry  at  1-800-748-1651  or  601-968-3800  in  Jackson. 


Patterson 

confirms 

meeting 

PHOENIX  (BP)  —  At  press 
time  on  June  24,  Southwestern 
Seminary  trustees  planned  to 
convene  on  the  same  day  in  Ft. 
Worth  to  consider  Paige 
Fbtterson,  current  president  of 
Southeastern  Seminary  in  Wake 
Forest,  N.C.,  as  the  next  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Fort  Worth  school. 

In  an  interview  at  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  annu¬ 
al  meeting 
in  Phoenix 
with  Dallas 
Morning 
News  reli¬ 
gion  writer 
Berta  Del¬ 
gado  and 
the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist 
Texan  news¬ 
paper,  Pat¬ 
terson  confirmed  that  he  had 
agreed  to  the  meeting. 

Soon  after  Southwestern 
Seminary  president  Kenneth 
Hemphill  announced  his 
retirement  on  April  8,  specula¬ 
tion  surfaced  that  Patterson 
was  the  leading  candidate.  The 
60-year-oW  native  Texan 
served  as  pastor  of  churches  in 
Louisiana,  Arkansas,  and  his 
home  state  before  spending  28 
years  in  theological  education. 
For  17  of  those  years,  he 
served  as  president  of  Criswell 
College  in  Dallas. 

Patterson  is  often  described 
as  the  co-architect  of  the  con¬ 
servative  resurgence  in  the 
SBC  along  with  Houston  judge 
Paul  Pressler.  He  conceded 
there  is  little  that  the 
Southwestern  Presidential 
Search  Committee  doesn't 
know  about  him.  "I  live  my  life 
in  a  gold-fish  bowl,"  he  said. 


Save 

$300  -  $600 

A  YEAR 


L.  D.  O'Mire  Insurance 

601-957-3841 

1-800-844-3254 
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Cornelia 
Frances 
Leavell,  89, 

an  emeritus 
Southern 
Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  to 
Hawaii, 
China,  and 
Hong  Kong, 
Leavell  died  on 
May  27. 

She  was  appointed  by  the 
International  Mission  Board  in 
1942.  She  directed  kinder¬ 
garten  ministries  of  Olivet 
Church,  Honolulu,  before 
transferring  to  Shanghai, 
China,  in  1947  to  direct  the 
Sung  Tak  Kindergarten.  In 
1949,  she  returned  to  Hawaii 
to  direct  the  kindergarten  min¬ 
istry  of  University  Church, 
Honolulu.  She  became  the 
registrar  at  Hong  Kong  Baptist 
Hospital  from  1964-1970, 
when  she  began  serving  in 
business  management  for  the 
organization  of  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries  in  Hong 
Kong  and  Macao.  She  then 
served  as  a  kindergarten 
teacher  for  Taip  Church,  Hong 
Kong,  before  retiring  in  1982. 

Leavell  was  a  graduate  of 
Blue  Mountain  College  in  Blue 
Mountain  and  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  Training 
School,  Louisville,  Ky.  She  also 
studied  at  George  Peabody 
College  for  Teachers,  Nashville. 

Before  her  appointment  as 
a  missionary,  she  taught 
school  in  Bristol,  Tenn.  After 
retirement,  she  made  her 
home  in  Starkville  until  1990 
when  she  moved  to 
Lakewood  Manor  Retirement 
Center,  Richmond,  Va. 
Interment  was  in  Oxford. 


. 1 

students 
graduated 


Southern 
Baptist 
Theological 
Seminary  or 
Boyce 
„  College  dur- 

Baker  ing  the 

school's  commencement  ser¬ 
vices  on  May  16.  R.  Albert 
Mohler  Jr.,  the  seminary's 
ninth  presi¬ 
dent,  gave 
the  com¬ 
mencement 
address. 

Boyce 
College 
Dean  Jerry 
Johnson 
delivered 
the  school's  bih« 
commence¬ 
ment  address.  The  graduates 
are  Alan  Jeffrey  Pinnow, 
MACSA;  James  Glen  Moore, 
Hernando,  M.Div.;  Philip  C. 
Ellis,  Nettleton,  D.Min.; 

James  Leodies  Tucker, 

Plantersville,  D.Min.;  and 
Morris  Lynn  Baker,  Oxford, 
D.Ed. 

Ronald  W.  Howard,  Dean 
of  the  College  of  Arts  and 
Sciences 
since  1998  at 
Mississippi 
College,  nas 
been  named 
Vice 
President  for 
Academic 
Affairs. 
Howard 
Howard  cametoMc 
in  1977  as 
Assistant  Professor  of 
History,  from  teaching 
American  History  at  Roane 
State  Community  College  in 
Harriman,  TN.  He  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  Associate  Professor 
of  History  in  1983  and  to 
Professor  of  History  in  1989. 
Howard's  years  at  Mississippi 
College  included  being 
named  Director  of  the 
American  Studies  Seminar,  a 
summer  graduate  program  in 
the  Social  Sciences;  chosen  as 
the  1983  Distinguished 
Professor  of  the  Year;  given 
the  Research  Residence 
Award,  New  York  State 
Library  for  1989-90;  named 
Distinguished  Lecturer  in 


Howard 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  COiUMBUS, 
Miss.,  is  currently  accepting  resumes  for  the 
position  of  Interim  Director  of  preschool  and 
children's  ministries.  Please  mail  resumes  to 
P.O.  Box  829,  Columbus,  MS  "39703,  attn: 

Robyn  Gaydon.  _ 

PART-TIME  CHILDREN'S  DIRECTOR 
needed  at  First  Baptist  Church  of  Byram. 
Call  (601)  372-3156. _ 


time  (potential  full-time)  minister  of  music. 
Steep  Hollow  Baptist  Church,  ffoplarville. 
Miss.  Two  Sunday  morning  services  plus 
Wednesday  night  services.  Must  lead  adult 
choir.  Please  call  (601)  795-4638  or  fax 


resume  (601 )  795-4696. 


Columbus,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  bivocational  or 
part-time  youth  minister.  Send  resume  to: 
New  Salem  Baptist  Church,  7086  Wolf 
Road,  Columbus,  MS  39705.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  email  newsalembaptislOmsn.com  or 

call  (662)  356-4940. _ _ 

FiiST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  O? 
Taylorsville,  Miss.,  is  currently  accepting 
resumes  for  the  position  of  full-time 
Director/Minister  and  education.  Please 
send  resumes  to  First  Baptist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  357,  Taylorsville,  MS  39168, 
attn:  search  committee. 


Arts  &  Sciences  in  1991,  and 
named  MC  Lecturer  in  the 
Humanities  in  1996.  Howard 
earned  a  bachelor's  degree  in 
History  and  Political  Science, 
magna  cum  laude, 
from  Carson-Newman 
College,  Jefferson 
City,  TN  and  an  M.A. 
degree  in  History  and 
PtvD.  in  History  from 
the  University  of 
Tennessee,  Knoxville, 

TN.  Howard  is  mar¬ 
ried  to  Kathleen 
Krulac,  and  they  have  x 
two  sons,  John 


tificate;  and  Joseph  J.  ’Joedy"  master  of  divinity  degree  in 
White,  received  the  church  worship  leadership;  Carol 
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music  certificate. 


Collins  McElroy  received  the 
master  of  arts  in  Christian  edu- 


Amett 


where  he  serves  as  deacon.  evangelistic  cnurcn  growtn, 

Rex  William  Baker  received  the 
The  following  students  master  of  divinity  degree; 
graduated  from  Leavell  Michael  Barber  received  the 
College  of  New  Orleans  master  of  arts  in  wor- 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  ship  ministries  degree; 
(NOBTS)on  May  16:  Leland  Reginald  L.  "Reggie" 

Wardell  "Dale"  Algee,  received  Bridges  received  the 
the  church  music  certificate;  master  of  divinity 
Paula  Smith  Binns,  received  the  degree  in  biblical  lan- 
associate  in  women's  ministry  guages;  Ian  Thomas 
degree;  James  "Barry"  Brand,  Brou  received  the  mas- 
received  the  church  music  cer-  ter  of  divinity  degree  in 

.  •  «  n  n  T _ _  /'“’l _ ! .iJ  — _ 


The  following  students 
graduated  from  Leavell 
College  of  New  Orleans 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
(NOBTS)on  May  16:  Leland 
Wardell  "Dale"  Algee,  received 


Orleans  Baptist  master  of  arts  in  Christian  edu- 

Theological  Seminary  cation  degree  in  collegiate  min- 
(NOBTS)  on  May  17:  istry;  Petro  Palykhata  received 
Bradley  Keith  Arnett  the  master  of  arts  in  marriage 
received  the  doctor  of  and  family  counseling  degree; 
philosophy  degree  in  Jonathan  "Craig"  Richardson 
New  Testament  and  received  the  master  of  divinity 
Greek;  John  "Keith"  degree  in  Christian  education; 
Grubbs,  Pearl,  received  Jane  Elizabeth  Schenck 
the  doctor  of  ministry  received  the  master  of  divinity 
degree  in  expository  degree  in  psychology  ana 
ing;  Charles  s'David"  counseling;  Alison  Amanda 
EUisville,  received  the  "Mandy"  Trammell  received 
of  ministry  degree  in  the  master  of  divinity  degree; 
listic  church  growth;  Stephen  Paul  received  the  mas- 
lliam  Baker  received  die  ter  of  divinity  degree. 


received  the  doctor  of 
philosophy  degree  in 
New  Testament  and 
Greek;  John  "Keith" 
Grubbs,  Pearl,  received 


two  sons,  John  degree  in  expository 

Michael  and  Stephen.  They  preaching;  Charles  'David" 
live  in  Clinton  and  are  mem-  Smith,  EUisville,  received  the 
bers  of  Northside  Church  doctor  of  ministry  degree  in 
where  he  serves  as  deacon.  evangelistic  church  growth; 


ngelistic  church  growth; 
:  William  Baker  received  the 


tificate  degree;  Betty  June  Christian  thought;  Eric 

Bryant,  received  the  church  W.  Brown  received  the  Smith  International  Uiurcn 
music  certificate;  John  Alan  master  of  divinity  Planting  Award.  Barber 

Bullen,  received  a  BA  degree;  degree;  Joseph  Hardin  "Joe"  was  presented  the  award  by 
Karla  Cloutier,  received  the  Cole  received  the  master  of  Southeastern  President  Paige 
church  music  certificate;  John  divinity  degree;  Todd  Robert  Patterson,  L.  Russ  Bush,  the 
D.  Cooke,  received  the  church  Cole  received  the  master  of  Academic  Vice  President/Dean 
music  certificate;  Stephen  M.  divinity  degree  in  Christian  of  the  Faculty,  and  Registrar 
"Steve"  Graham,  received  die  education  with  a  specialization  Sheldon  H.  Alexander, 
church  music  certificate;  Carol  in  youth  ministry;  Bernard 
Burleson  Horton,  received  a  BA  Allen  "Smokey"  Gibson,  Jr. 
in  Christian  Ministry  degree;  received  the  master  of  arts  in 


master  of  divinity 
degree;  Joseph  Hardin  "Joe" 


Smith 


Daniel  J.  Barber,  Ocean 
Springs,  received  an 
award  in  international 
church  planting  at 
Southeastern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary's 
annual  Awards 

Ceremony  on  May  15. 
Barber  was  the  recipi¬ 
ent  of  the  Keith  E.  Eitel 
Outstanding 
th  International  Church 
Planting  Award.  Barber 
was  presented  die  award  by 
Southeastern  President  Paige 
Patterson,  L.  Russ  Bush,  the 
Academic  Vice  President/Dean 


in  Christian  Ministry  degree;  reo 
Ronald  Dale  "Ron" 

Leonard,  received  the 
church  music  certifi¬ 
cate;  Troy  Marc  Mercer, 
receivecf  a  BA  in 
Christian  ministry 
degree;  Christopher 
Ray  Nash,  received  the 
church  music  certifi¬ 
cate;  Tetyana 

Palykhata,  received  a  Grubbs 
BA  in  music  degree; 


Christian  education 
degree;  Carrie  "Brooke" 
Griffith  received  the 
master  of  arts  in 
Christian  education 
degree  in  childhood 
education;  Raymond 
W.  Holder  received  the 
master  of  divinity 
degree  in  pastoral  care; 
Daniel  Bradford  "Brad" 
Howard  received  the 


BA  in  music  degree;  Howard  receive 

Robert  Martin  "Rob"  Schepers,  master  of  divinity  di 
received  the  church  music  cer-  Joanna  Miley  King  receiv< 
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BAPTISTS 


like  a  stone  dropped  into  water,  a  philanthropic 
L  legacy  creates  ripples  that  spread  to  affect 
you,  your  family,  your  acquaintances,  your 
church  and  -  yes,  quite  possibly  -  the  world  I 

Your  estate  plan  is  your  personal  statement 
regarding  what  you  value.  Through  a 
comprehensive  set  of  skillfully  drafted  legal 
documents,  you  direct  the  distribution  and/or 
the  management  of  your  hard-earned  estate 
assets  in  a  manner  that  reflects  your  values 
and  wishes. 

Founded  in  1943,  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Foundation,  Inc.  has  assisted  thousands  of 
individuals  in  drafting  their  charitable  estate 
plan.  If  we  may  assist  you  accomplish  your 
philanthropic  goals,  give  the  Foundation  a  call 
at  (601)  292-3210. 


flMBF 

THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  FOUNDATION 
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America  Day  and  BBQ  Longview  Church,  Starkville,  > 

"'liSA’Ip*  Cook-off  oh  June  29.  will  present  Legacy  of  Faith  in  an 

«y  ijjfkT!;  »mi4  Festivities  begin  at  outdoor  concert  on  June  29  at  7 

Cii-r  10:30  a.m.  with  a  rally  p.m.  Steve  Huber  is  pastor. 

s  ^  =£*•  in  the  church  auditon- 

Josh,  Hunter,  and  Justin  Hinton  um  Lunch  will  be  Morrison  Heights  Church,  James 

Gatesville  Church,  Crystal  served  at  noon  and  local  BBQ  Clinton,  will  present  a  Mayberry  wifi  spoi 

rings,  recently  honored  their  chefs  will  compete  for  the  best  Mania  Dinner  Theater  July  9-12  at  Conferer 

?le  Killers.  Joshua  and  Justin  BBQ.  Local  bands  will  provide  6:30  p.m.  nightly.  Tickets  are  $13  Batesville 

nton  have  been  in  church,  music.  Space  Walks,  Dunking  each  and  can  be  purchased  Florence, 

sociation,  and  HM^^^^Ha||^^MM||^^^g&throueh  the  Church,  ( 
ite  drills  for  church  music 

/en  vears.  Their  office  (601 )  Main 

brother  F  'r:  925-6447.  Menden] 

iristopher  has  L  Proceeds  ment 

aduated,  and  I  l.Jlii  ,  "1  fund  missions  Mitchell 

younger  F  p  2-4  p.m. 

other  Hunter  through 

;t  had  his  first  -»  iV  \  M  o  r  r  i  s  o  n  Grace 


Youth  of  First  Church,  Flora 


Jesus  Christ 


fyquests  ttetfonori 
of  your ‘Presence  L 
intfeavenl  |1 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in 
your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  1  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(1  receive  Christ  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him.  to 
them  he  ga\'e  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those 
who  believe  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


SlTlO^EDBRAN^NEW  IN  BOX.  SELL  $29,500  cash  or  $7,500  down.  Twenty  four  Kennedy  at  (601)  763-3543. _ _ 

'  payments  of  $1 ,230.  Call  )ohn  McCommon,  CUSTOM  STAINED  CLASS  WINDOWS  tor 

Cline  Tours  (800)  233-5307.  Will  finance  with  churches  and  homes.  Stained  Glassworks, 

Inc.  (800)  605-2970. _ 

WALTON  COUNTY  BAPTIST  Association 
seeking  Director  of  Missions.  Send  resume  to 
1989  MCI  47  PASSENGER  MOTOR  coach,  DOM  search  committee,  c/o  Terry  Smith, 

_  8V92  Detroit  diesel  (new  engine),  auto  trarts,  1901  State  Highway  2  E,  Defuniak  Spnngs, 

info  at  dual  air  conditioners,  TV-VCR,  restroom,  Florida  32464. _  _ 

_  $42,000  cash  or  $  1 1 ,000  down.  Twenty  four  TRINITY  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  IN  Batesville, 

RAFIlsfcHURCH,  BELLS,  Tennessee  payments  of  $1,750.  Call  lohn  McCommon,  Miss.,  P.o.  Box  1080,  Batesville,  MS  18606 

"searching  for  full-time  minister  of  youth  and  Cline  routs  (800)  233-5307.  Will  finance  with  would  jlte  to  buy  a  used  communion  table. 

-  >  Baptist  25%  down,  24  monthly  payments  of  pnnci-  Phone  (662)  563-1735. _ 

•mL  pal  m  M  Wld,  credit,  *..  WXUNIHUS  «ptDK« 

pn  Rox  206.  Bells.  TN  call  for  details. _ Mission  Tnp.  IMB  approved  mission  lo 

ns  call  (731)784-3807.  1992  MO  47  PASSENGER  MOTOR  coach,  Romania  September  4-14,  needs  all  types  of 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE  esti 

mates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman,  Miss.,  $250.  Call  (601)  209-0872 
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merciful  and  His  truth  would  be  right  Worship  is  not  eva 
endures  through  all  time,  limited  to  your  church  and  was  and 

-  intended  to  be  confined  sum 
to  a  building.  Others  say  that  intei 
they  like  to  worship  alone,  evei 
because  they  feel  uncomfort-  ong 
able  in  a  crowd.  Some  might  caui 
say  that  since  they  can't  sing  or  witl 
teach  a  Sunday  School  class,  wor 
that  they  will  just  worship  at  we 
home.  Private  worship  is  Woi 
important  and  essential  in  an  sivc 
individual's  life,  but  the  gather-  oca 
ing  together  of  God's  people  is  not 


Family  Bible  Study 

Worshiping  God 

Psalm  100:1-5;  Revelation  5:1-10 
By  Karen  Hollowell 


We  don’t  worship  never 
God  to  make  us  feel 
good.  We  don't  wor¬ 
ship  God  so  we  can 
make  a  good  impres¬ 
sion  on  someone  or 
please  another  person. 

Again,  these  things  are 
focused  on  us,  and 
when  that  happens, 
ip  in  spirit  and  truth  has 
currea.  John  writes  in 


Because  our  ideas  of  Kg- 
worship  are  so  dramati- 
cally  different  from  what  mUfS 
we  should  truly  be  expe-  Hqjj 
riencing,  I  wondered 

_  _ _cr__  __  f _ how  a  secular  dictionary  would 

think  it  means  to  go  to  Sunday  define  worship.  Webster  reads 
School  and  participate  in  the  dis-  "reverence  for  a  sacred  object; 
cussion?  Maybe  you  think  high  esteem  or  devotion  for  a 
you've  worshiped  if  you  gave  person,  or  to  attend  a  religious  pei 
your  testimony  or  had  an  emo-  service."  Worship  is  so  much  It  s 
tional  experience  when  someone  more  than  this.  We're  not  sup- 
else  testified  or  sane.  Do  you  see  posed  to  "get  anything"  out  of 
what’s  wrong  with  everything  worship.  God  is  supposed  1  _  _  ' 
listed  above?  There's  nothing  something ^ out  of  us!  Worship 

bad  about  any  of  them;  it's  just  l - ’  . 

that  their  emphasis  is  on  us  and  vice  shown  to  God  (Disciple's 
not  on  the  One  that  worship  is  Study  Bible).  It  is  not  a  show  that 

for _ God.  we  put  on  to  entertain  others  or  a 

This  week,  we  focus  on  the  5th  facade  that  will  prove  to  people  present  it  as  an  act  of  devotion 
purpose  of  the  church- worship,  that  we  are  sufficiently  spiritual.  to  God,  then  those  people 
Oh,  how  we  have  missed  the  Why  should  we  worship?  worshiping  the  Lord, 
mark  on  this.  Have  you  ever  said  Read  Psalm  100.  Verses  three  Many  people  will  say 


Rev  5:1-10  that  Jesus  is  worthy  imperative  to  Christians.  If  we  means  "serve."  We  must  serve 

*  ’  r  worship  God  in  pri-  God  simply  because  He  is  our 

vate,  then  we  will  understand  creator,  and  being  bom-again, 
the  need  and  desire  to  be  with  we  have  a  new  nature  that  longs 
other  Christians.  We  should  to  worship  Him.  As  believers, 
not  resent  coming  together,  we  are  going  to  be  doing  this 
looking  on  it  as  a  chore,  a  duty  eternally  in  the  presence  of  Jesus. 

to  fulfill.  John  writes  in  Rev.  5:13,  'Then  I 
heard  every  creature  in  heaven 
rd  with  and  on  earth  and  under  the  earth 
his  gates  and  on  the  sea,  all  that  is  in  them 
and  his  singing  To  him  who  sits  on  the 
Are  throne  and  to  the  Lamb  be  praise 
ou  gather  and  honor  and  glory  and  power, 
s  people?  forever  and  ever!'" 

ship  is  to  give  God  pleasure.  This  Hollowell  is  member  of  Crosby 
to  give  God  pleasure  in  Church ,  Crosby. 


of  worship  because  He  was  the  do  truly 
;rfect  Lamb,  slain  for  our  sins.  **“ 

!t’s  all  about  Him.  If  there  is  a 
I’re  not  sup-  church  service  in  which  every- 
„_1  '  one  is  focused  totally  on  God 
posed  to  get  and  His  son,  Jesus,  then  wor- 

. *  is  ship  is  occurring.  If  there  are  that  others  exi 

reverence^  honor,  praise,  and  ser-  people  who  give  to  the  needy.  Read  Psalm  1C 

study  their  Bible,  witness  to  the  "Worship 
lost,  or  help  their  neighbor,  gladness"(v.2), 
with  no  intention  other  man  to  with  thanks^ 

i  courts  with  praise  (v.4) 
are  you  joyful  when 
when  God'i 

_  that  I  have  also  read  that  to  wor- 

and  five  tell  us  why-God  is  our  you  can  worship  anywhere,  not 
maker,  we  are  His  sheep.  He  is  just  in  a  church,  and  they  means 


Plijfc  about  a  relationship  with  know  the  truth  and  the  truth 
Christ,  not  a  religious  shall  set  you  free"(John  8:32). 

Hit  -  4  experience.  He  also  said,  "I  am  the  way,  the 

Enjoy  Your  truth  and  the  life.  No  one 

Blessings  (w.  4:12-16).  comes  to  the  Father  except 
S-  Paul  has  appealed  to  through  Me"(John  14:6). 

*• ,  their  logic,  now  he  This  knowledge  should 
t  :  Ml  appeals  to  their  heart,  bring  assurance  and  peace  to 
t  <  «Tney  had  "connected"  every  believer. 

when  he  had  previously  Strive  For  Maturity  (w. 
ministered  among  them.  4:17-20). 
l8  His  physical  affliction  had  Paul  now  appeals  to  their  we  are  anxious  to  gam 
brought  him  to  Galatia.  They  seeming  desire  to  know  more. 
had  received  him  graciously  and  He  warns  them  of  the  zeal  of 
had  been  willing  to  make  great  the  Judaizers  to  "court  them" 
sacrifices  for  him  as  he  minis-  to  win  them  back  to  the  who  swi 
tered  among  them,  now  they  bondage  of  the  law.  He  would 
seemed  to  reject  him  and  the  say  their  real  motivation  was  to 
Gospel.  They  had  been  tricked  make  a  good  showing  in  the 
by  the  Judaizers  into  believing  flesh,  another  notch  on  their 
they  could  be  better  "believers  spiritual  log.  Paul  exhorts 
by  adding  the  law  and  tircumd-  them  to  be  zealous,  but  for  the 
sion  to  their  beliefs.  They  seemed  right  reason,  that  of  spiritual 
to  look  upon  Paul  as  an  enemy  maturity.  Paul  would  have 
now  when  he  again  confronted  them  to  see  their  goal  as  com- 
them  with  the  truth.  ing  to  be  Christlike.  As  he  ciples  are 

I  do  remember  the  words  of  wrote  to  the  church  in  Ephesus, 
my  seminary  preaching  profes-  he  would  have  them  to  "grow 
sor.  "A  preacher  has  two  basic  up  in  all  things  in  Him  wno  is 
responsibilities.  He  must  com-  the  head-Chnst..."  (Eph.  4:15). 
fort  the  afflicted,  and  afflict  the  We  are  faced  with  similar  dr- 
comfortable."  How  true.  We  cumstances  today  with  cultic 
must  never  cease  to  present  the  groups  that  take  pride  in  the 

of  converts  they  claim 


Explore  the  Bible 

Don’t  Turn  Back 

Galatians  4:8-31 


they  are  mature  Spirit-filled,  and 
Holy  Spirit  led  multiplying  disd- 
ples  of  Jesus  Christ.  Far  too  often, 

’  i  more 
'notches  on  our  spiritual  logs" 
with  new  believers  only  to  leave 
them  to  the  wolves  of  other  cultic 
them  away  with  half- 
truths  without  being  truly  nur¬ 
tured.  Jesus  said  "Go  ana  make 
DISCIPLES  of  all  nations,  baptiz¬ 
ing  them  in  the  name  of  tire 
Father  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  teaching  them  to 
observe  all  that  I  have  command¬ 
ed  you"  (Matt.  2819-20). 

We  are  to  make  sure  our  dis¬ 
well  founded,  not 
tossed  about  by  every  wind  of 
doctrine.  We  want  them  to  be 
able  to  teach  others  to  follow  in 
the  same  pattern. 


Young  is  the  director  of  the 
Sunday  School  Dept,  at  the  MBCB 
in  Jackson. 


Christianity  is  truth.  Jesus  said,  ’You  shall  ni 


could  they  conceivably  go  back  wants  for  us. 


for  the  there  are  only  428  Southern  Baptist 
vention,  churches,  1ms  than  50  of  which  are 
s,  needs  Hispanic  congregations,  Amaro  said, 
eona.  ,  Allow  God  to  tou&lyour]  heart  since  the 


reach  the  Htepanks  in  Arizona  are  sitting 
oh  the  benches- in  your  church,"  he  said. 

A  highlight  of  fire  evening  was  when 
Sena  presented  Fermin  Whittaker,  exec¬ 
utive  director  of  the  California  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  with  an  award  for 
"excellence  as  a  leader,  mentor  and  ser¬ 
vant  in  Hispanic  church  planting." 
Whittaker  is  the  highest-ranking 
Hispanic  leader  in  tile  SBC  today,  who, 
witn  his  wife  Carmen,  has  served  for 
many  years  in  diverse  capacities  in  the 
Unitea  States  and  Canada  after  craning 
to  this  country  from  Panama. 


Family  Bible  Study 

Good  News!  Saved  by  Grace 

Galatians  1-2 


By  Karen  Hollowell  ,  stand  up  against  a 

negative  influence 
Two  weeks  ago  our  church  affecting  the  new 
was  immersed  in  Vacation  believers  there.  „ 

Bible  School.  It  is  a  very  busy  Jews  came  after  M011 
time  with  many  details  ana  Paul  visit,  distorting  the 
much  preparation-even  in  our  Gospel  by  adding  to  it-adding 
small  community.  During  the  rules  ana  regulations  that  had 


Two  weeks  ago  our  church 
was  immersed  in  Vacation 
Bible  School.  It  is  a  very  busy 
time  with  many  details  ana 

_ i*  •  _ _ 


Hollowell 


time  that  the  children  are 
with  us,  we  as  leaders  and 
teachers  have  a  great  respon¬ 
sibility,  not  only  for  their 
physical  safety,  but  also  for 
the  spiritual  influence  that  we 
have  over  them. 

Who  influences  you?  Do 
you  believe  that  influence  is 
important-your  influence  in 

S articular?  Do  you  know 

\at  entire  groups  of  people 
can  be  influenced  by  your 
words?  Such  was  the  case  in 
Galatia,  where  Paul  fervently 
and  emphatically  had  to 


risen  Savior  and 
acknowledge  that  He 
died  for  our  sins  and  go 
to  church,  give  to  chari¬ 
ty,  teach  Sunday  School, 
etc.,  then  we  have 
earned  salvation. 

This  is  what  the 
Galatians  were  being 
told  long  ago,  and  this 
„  is  what  is  sometimes 
mi  believed  today. 

Paul  used  some  of  his 
strongest  language  to  refute 
this.  "But  even  if  we  or  an 
angel  from  heaven  should 


to  be  followed.  It  wasn't  angel  from  heaven  should 
enough  to  just  have  faith  and  preach  a  gospel  other  than  the 
accept  God's  gift  of  grace  one  we  preached  to  you,  let 


through  Jesus  Christ.  To  faith 
was  added  any  number  of 
man-made  decrees. 

The  converts  were  easily 
influenced  by  this  theology.  It 
should  be  no  surprise  that  mere 
are  many  true  believers  today 
that  are  works  oriented.  We  all 
fall  into  this  trap  at  times. 

We  live  in  a  society  that 
extols  hard  work.  You  must  do 
A  and  B  to  achieve  C.  Surely  if 
we  have  faith  in  Jesus  as  our 


him  be  eternally  con- 
demned"(Gal.  1:8).  He  repeats 
this  in  verse  9.  In  Chap.  2,  v.  16, 
Paul  declares  'We  who  are  Jews 
by  birth  and,  not  Gentile  sin¬ 
ners  know  that  a  man  is  not  jus¬ 
tified  by  observing  the  law,  but 
by  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  So  we, 
too,  have  put  our  faith  in  Christ 
and  not  by  observing  the  law, 
because  by  observing  the  law 
no  one  will  be  justified." 

The  purpose  of  this  week’s 


lesson  is  not  to  emphasize  that 
Christians  will  want  to  do 
.  good  works  if  they  are  truly 
saved  or  to  condemn  works. 
This  week,  the  purpose  is 
purely  evangelical-we  are 
under  grace,  not  the  law.  It  is 
the  simplicity  of  this  message 
that  gives  some  trouble  as 
we've  discussed  earlier.  We 
might  say  that  it  is  the  fast- 
paced,  technologically  com¬ 
plex  time  in  which  we  live  that 
makes  us  want  to  complicate 
theology,  but  that  wasn't  the 
case  in  first-century  Galatia. 
The  gospel  of  grace  is  always 
subject  to  perversion  when 
even  one  person  cannot  accept 
that  the  man-made  way  is  the 
wrong  way.  That's  why  influ¬ 
ence  is  so  important.  Pastors, 
deacons,  Sunday  School  teach¬ 
ers,  and  other  church  leaders 
need  to  be  well-prepared 
when  they  present  tne  Word. 
This  isn't  to  say  that  mistakes 
will  not  be  made-they  are 
human.  As  recipients  and 
hearers  of  the  word,  we  have 
the  responsibility  to  listen. 


pray,  and  study  ourselves. 
With  the  Holy  Spirit's  guid¬ 
ance,  we  will  know  if  what  we 
are  hearing  is  in  line  with 
God's  truth. 

New  believers  need  to  hear 
this  message  more  than  any 
other.  They've  accepted  Jesus 
and  may  be  thinking,  "Now 
what  do  I  do?"  The  answer  is, 
"Be  free  my  brother  or  sister." 
In  Jesus,  we  have  true  freedom. 
Under  the  law,  we  are  slaves. 
As  Paul  said  in  Galatians  2:21, 
"I  do  not  set  aside  the  grace  of 
God,  for  if  righteousness  could 
be  gained  through  the  law, 
Christ  died  for  nothing!"  I'm 
truly  thankful  that  there  is  no 
list  of  rules  and  regulations  that 
I  have  to  check  oft  as  I’ve  done 
them  in  order  to  earn  salvation. 

That  would  be  a  life  of 
bondage.  Christ  did  not  come 
for  that.  He  came  to  set  us  free 
and  "...if  the  Son  sets  you  free, 
you  will  be  free  indeed"  (John 

Hollowell  is  member  of  Crosby 
Church,  Crosby. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Use  Your  Freedom  For  Others 

Galatians  5:1-15 


A  few  years  back  I  received  a 
church  brochure  in  the  mail  that 
really  caught  my  attention  It 
was  not  particularly  attractive, 
nor  did  it  have  special  appeal  for 
special  ministries.  As  I  read 
through  their  statement  of  faith,  I 
was  more  than  astonished.  It 
described  their  conservative 
approach  to  scripture  and  the 
firm  belief  in  Jesus  Christ  as 
Savior  but  it  went  further,  specif¬ 
ically  with  acceptable  apparel  for 
both  men  ana  women.  The 
acceptable  dress  included  only 
long  sleeves  for  men  ana 
women  Both  must  have  closed 
collar  at  the  neck.  Women  and 
girls  must  wear  dresses  with 
nems  at  the  ankles.  These  were 
the  acceptable  "signs  of 
Christians/  I  looked  and  won¬ 
dered  what  Paul  might  have  to 
say  about  this  legalistic  approach 
to  dress. 


hit  horn 
address 
Galatians 
regarding 


work  for  salvation, 
denying  the  power  of 
Christ,  "Christ  will  prof- 
it  you  nothing"(v.2). 
tor  UtfierS  Second,  they  would 

1 then  be  obligated  to 
'15  keep  the  whole  law, 

i  w’  "deDtor  to  the  whole 

Paul  really  begins  to  law"(v.3).  Third,  they 

hit  home  with  his  would  lose  intimate  fel- 

address  to  the  lowship  with  Christ, 

Galatians  believers  YOU  8  "fallen  from  grace"(v.4). 
regarding  their  understanding  This  does  not  mean  they  lose 
of  the  law  and  grace.  their  salvation,  but  they  deny 

Stand  Firm  (5:1).  the  power  of  Christ  in  liberty, 

Patrick  Henry  said,  "Give  me  being  bound  in  the  law.  Fourth, 
liberty  or  give  me  death."  Paul  they  miss  the  blessing  of  the 
tells  tne  Galatians  to  "Stand  firm  "hope  of  righteous  by  faith" 
in  tiie  liberty  by  which  Christ  has  (v.5).  A  true  believer  in  Christ  is 
made  us  free/  Why  would  any-  a  life  lived  through  the  Spirit 
one  want  to  put  themselves  back  by  faith  in  patient  waiting  for 
under  the  bondage  of  a  legal  sys-  tne  hope  of  deliverance  in 
tern  of  religious  ao's  and  don  is?  Christ. 

In  Christ  we  have  received  salva-  Stay  On  Course  (5:7-12). 
tion  and  sanctification.  Our  con-  Paul  picks  up  the  illustration 
duct  now  is  to  please  Christ,  not  of  the  runner  of  a  race  who 
some  religious  legal  system.  must  stay  on  course  to  remain 
Express  Your  Taitn  (5:2-6).  in  the  race,  and  asks,  "Who  hin- 
Paul  challenges  the  dered  you?”  Someone  had 
Galatians  with  their  desire  to  steered  them  off  their  course, 
add  the  law  and  circumcision  They  had  followed  other  direc- 
to  their  faith  in  Christ.  He  says  turns.  They  were  led  astray, 
there  are  certain  consequences  Paul  reminds  and  encourages 
of  such  action.  First,  they  them,  ”1  have  confidence  in  you 
would  be  trusting  in  human  in  the  Lord,  that  you  will  have 


one  want  to  put  themselves  back 
under  the  bondage  of  a  legal  sys¬ 
tem  of  religious  ao's  and  dents? 
In  Christ  we  have  received  salva¬ 
tion  and  sanctification.  Our  con¬ 
duct  now  is  to  please  Christ,  not 
some  religious  legal  system. 

Express  YourTaitn  (5:2-6). 

Paul  challenges  the 
Galatians  with  their  desire  to 
add  the  law  and  circumcision 
to  their  faith  in  Christ.  He  says 
there  are  certain  consequences 
of  such  action.  First,  they 
would  be  trusting  in  human 


not  other  mind"  (v.10).  He  says 
they  must  regroup,  get  back  on 
track  and  finish  tne  race. 

He  does  remind  them  that 
the  offenders,  those  who  led 
them  astray;  the  "leaven  that 
affects  the  whole  lump,"  will 
encounter  judgment.  Paul 
would  say  to  those  who  want 
believers  to  be  bound  by 
keeping  of  the  law  for  right¬ 
eousness  and  circumcision 
should  set  the  complete 
example  themselves.  Paul 
would  remind  us  that  God's 
grace  is  sufficient  for  our 
every  demand  of  life.  "God  is 
able  to  make  all  grace  abound 
toward  you,  that  you  always 
having  all  sufficiency  in  all 
things,  may  have  an  abun¬ 
dance  for  every  good  work" 
(II  Cor.9:8). 

Serving  Others  (5:13-15). 

'Tor  you  brethren,  have  been 
called  to  liberty-through  love 
serve  one  another"  (v.13).  The 
distinguished  radio  Bible 
teacher  stated  there  are  three 
methods  of  trying  to  live  the 
Christian  life-two  of  them  will 
not  work.  One  is  legalism,  to 
which  the  Judaizers  were  try¬ 
ing  to  get  the  Galatians  to 
revert.  Tne  other  is  the  life  of 


license,  which  Paul  asks  in 
Romans  6,  "Shall  we  continue 
in  sin  that  grace  may  abound? 
God  forbidr 

Here  Paul  exhorts  the 
Galatians  and  all  believers  to 
fulfill  all  the  law  in  love,  'You 
shall  love  your  neighbor  as 
yourself."  He  says  this  is  done 
in  the  liberty  of  Christ  by  lov¬ 
ingly  serving  others.  We  could 
keep  every  one  of  the  Ten 
Commandments,  but  gossip 
about  our  neighbors  ana  show 
nothing  of  the  love  of  God  in 
our  lives.  The  whole  basis  of 
our  obedience  to  God  is  our 
relationship  to  Him. 

"I  have  and  extra  day  off  this 
week,"  a  husband  told  nis  wife. 
"I  think  I’ll  use  it  to  fix  Donna’s 
bike  and  take  Bill  on  that  muse¬ 
um  trip  he's  been  wanting  to  go 
on."  His  wife  responds,  "That 
doesn't  sound  like  a  very  excit¬ 
ing  day  off."  He  repbed,  "It 
does  if  you  love  your  Kids  and 
really  want  to  spend  time  with 
them."  When  love  permeates 
the  heart,  God  will  use  it  to 
accomplish  His  purposes. 

Young  is  the  director  of  the 
Sunday  School  Dept,  at  the  MBCB 
in  Jackson. 


Crossover  Az.  fields  pre-convention  events 


PHOENIX,  Ariz.  —  As  two-year-old  The  Lees,  of  Phoenix,  participated  in 
Sophie  and  four-year-old  Jake  approach  a  one  of  62  events  taking  place  June  14-15 
dusty,  four-door  sedan  exiting  off  1-17  onto  and  June  22-23  as  part  of  Crossover 
Carefree  Highway,  the  car  slows  to  respond  Arizona.  Crossover  is  an  annual  evange- 
to  the  children's  outreached  arms  —  but  as  lism  and  ministry  event  surrounding  the 
the  children  stand  on  tiptoes  and  stretch  Southern  Baptist  Convention  annual  meet- 
- ing.  Crossover  events  traditionally  include 


block  parties,  door-to-door  witnessing,  Gospel  to  the  top  of  a  palm  tree  where  a 
andprayerwalking.  worker  was  trimming  leaves.  "They  'treed' 

The  Arizona  Crossover  also  included  him  for  Jesus,"  Yarborough  said, 
skateboarding  events,  water  slides,  and  At  an  international  festival  in  a  down- 
Christian  concerts,  as  well  as  distribution  town  Phoenix  park,  a  homeless  man  won 
of  bottled  water  at  key  locations.  a  vehicle  that  was  given  away  in  a  draw- 

Many  of  the  Crossover  events  represent-  ing  for  all  who  registered.  "\  thank  the 
ed  "churches  stepping  out,  doing  things  Lord  that  a  homeless  person,  Louis 
they'd  never  done  before,"  said  Jerry  Griego,  won  the  give-away  vehicle," 
Martin,  director  of  evangelism /missions  for  said  Jason  Kim,  who  works  with  multi- 
Valley  Rim  Association  and  local  coordina-  cultural  unit  of  Southern  Baptists'  North 
tor  for  Crossover.  "Crossover  was  a  huge  American  Mission  Board, 
success  in  that  way."  "He  was  so  excited  with  the  gift 

The  emphasis  paired  volunteers  from  because  he  (now)  has  a  place  to  sleep.  He 
across  the  nation  with  local  churches,  said  he  was  lucky,  but  I  told  him  that 
The  Lees  worked  with  their  church,  God  who  loves  him  knew  and  provid- 
Tramonto  Community  Church,  located  ed,"  said  Kim. 

north  of  Phoenix.  Tamara  Lee's  husband  Griego  was  one  of  817  people  regis- 
Darren  and  seven-year-old  son  Spencer  tered  for  the  festival,  which  was  focused 
also  helped  hand  out  cold-water  bottles  on  ethnic  groups  and  offered  a  dental 
to  weary  travelers  on  a  hot,  dry  day  in  clinic  and  nealtn  screenings.  Volunteers 
the  desert  with  temperatures  reaching  also  handed  out  diaper  bags  and  sam- 
108  degrees.  pies  to  young  mothers  as  well  as 

"We  think  it's  important  to  reach  out  to  answered  questions  about  child  care, 
the  community  and  teach  them  about  Fourteen  churches  from  eight  ethnic 
Christ  and  having  a  relationship  with  groups  hosted  booths.  Also,  Khmer 
him,"  Tamara  Lee  said.  "We  are  making  a  Baptist  churches  from  Long  Beach, 
presence  and  teaching  our  children  to  Calif.,  and  Euless,  Texas,  hosted  a  booth 
reach  out  to  others."  displaying  the  Cambodian  culture,  even 

Tramonto  Community  Church  current-  though  Pnoenix  does  not  yet  have  a 
ly  meets  in  a  local  school.  The  water  dis-  Cambodian  church, 
tribution  project  is  a  follow-up  to  an  ear-  Sik  youth  from  the  Spanish  mission  of 
Her  project  where  church  members  gave  a  First  Southern  Baptist  Church  of  Mesa, 
box  of  four  lightbulbs  to  each  of  the  com-  Ariz.,  helped  with  translation  for  Inner 
munity's  350  nomes.  "With  what  our  30-  City  Evangelism  teams  going  door-to- 
member  mission  team  did  and  with  the  door.  By  seeing  the  teams  at  work,  "they 
folks  walking  and  handing  out  water,  we  learned  they  could  be  proactive  in  shar- 
hope  to  see  a  great  harvest,"  said  Pastor  ing  their  faith,"  Martin  said.  "After  the 
Toad  Felkel.  "We  are  praying  for  our  new  •  first  day,  they  were  more  interested  in 
church  start,  that  we'll  build  a  strong  core  sharing  (the  Gospel)  themselves  than  in 


CROSSOVER  WITNESS  — 
Bonnie  Martin,  a  member  of 
Celebration  Fellowship  in 
Mesa,  Ariz.,  tells  children  about 
Jesus  during  a  block  party,  one 
of  many  events  comprising 
Crossover  Arizona,  jointly 
sponsored  by  Arizona  Southern 
Baptists  and  the  North 
American  Mission  Board  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
(BP  photo  by  Bob  Carey) 
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Frontiers  of  Faith  teaches  children  at  SBC  meeting 
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PHOENIX  (BP)  —  A  understanding  of  the  justice  of  I 
Frontiers  of  Faith  children's  God,  and  ultimately  the  great  children  could  apply  to  their 

conference  held  in  conjunction  love  of  God,"  he  said.  — n —  u. — — - 

with  the  Southern  Baptist  Each  commandment  pre- 
Convention  annual  meeting  in  sented  during  the  conference  sisters, 

Phoenix  paralleled  the 


had  a  practical  lesson  that  the  not  wanting  other  people's 

*  ‘  •  possessions,  Denton  saia. 
lives,  "whether  honoring  par-  The  Denton  Brothers  also 
ents,  loving  their  brothers  and  focused  the  children's- attention 

on  missions  by  using  crafts 

I  time  to  make  a  blanket  to 
send  to  a  children's 
orphanage  in  India. 
Toward  the  end  of  the  con¬ 
ference,  the  children  gave 
an  offering  to  help  the 
orphanage  in  India  in  buy¬ 
ing  a  new  school  bus. 

"This  week,  I  had  a  small 
boy  tell  me  he  had  been 
saving  money  all  year  to 
give  to  a  special  mission 
project  and  ne  is  going  to 
give  his  money  to  the 
orphanage  in  India," 
Denton  recounted. 

"We  taught  the  lesson 
about  the  rich  young  ruler 
who  came  to  Christ,  and 
Christ  told  him  that  he 
must  obey  two  command¬ 
ments.  First,  he  must  love 
the  Lord  our  God  with  all 
his  heart.  Then,  he  must 
love  his  neighbor  as  him- 
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SBC  C  Kingdom  Family 

focus  by  teaching  v  hik  IT  *"  *  “  ~  ^ 

drvn  to  honor  their  par-  ■Mf  *  ‘  '  '  '  ’  / 

ents  and  love  their  Ef?  * 

brothers  and  sisters.  '  1 

Brian  Denton  and  his  \  \  JL 

four  brothers,  Da  y  i  d . 

Michael,  Christopher,  E-dJw.  *  »  * 

chli-  Xj  :  dg 

a  camp  I',  jflf 

a  theme,  ] 

town  V 

talking  *  \ 

songs, 

verses,  games  and  skits  **' 

to  present  object  lessons  ^ 

Ten  •  \^Jjr 

"The  Ien  W  J  ;  ‘  ‘ 

repre- 

sent  the  lawlessness  B.J  ;  ‘  >W}<. 

our  hearts 

of 

Christ,"  Brian  Denton  -&•  ,.*’4 •  o 

"By  presenting 

the  Ten  Command-  COWBOY  TA^ES  —  Michael  Denton  tells  a| 
ments  in  a  1 
memorablel 

believe  that  children  18.  The  Children's  Conference  met  in  the  Phoenix  Civic  Center,  site  of  the 
will  have  a  greater  SBC  annual  meeting.  (BP  photo  by  Kent  Harville) 
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Clue:  M  =  U 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge. 
A  King  James  Version  Bible 
verse  has  been  encoded  by  let¬ 
ter  substitution.  The  same  letter 
is  substituted  throughout  the 
puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error. 
Answer  to  last  week's  puzzle: 
Romans  12:5 


Comman  ^  _ f _ _  _ _ _  ...  w 

unique  and  making  up  the  first-ever  Children's  Conference  during  pre-Southern  Baptist  ally  everyone  is  our  neigh¬ 
way,  we  Convention  (SBC)  events,  as  well  as  during  the  SBC  annual  meeting,  June  16-  bor  and  we  must  learn  to 

give  of  ourselves  by  giving 
our  money  and  time. 
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